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FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

1. UNLESS YOU PERCEIVE OBJECTION, WE WOULD LIKE YOU TO 
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PROGRAM FOR YAR DURING YOUR MEETING WITH PRINCE SULTAN. 
YOU SHOULD STATE THAT IN USG VIEW, YARG HAS AMPLY 
DEMONSTRATED ITS WILLINGNESS TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH 
SAUDI ARABIA AND MODERATE ARAB CAMP GENERALLY, AND HAS 
REBUFFED NUMEROUS SOVIET ADVANCES. HOWEVER, WE ARE 
CONCERNED THAT IT WILL NOT BE ABLE TO CONTINUE TO SUSTAIN 
THIS POSTURE WITHOUT MEANINGFUL SAUDI COMMITMENTS. 

2. YOU SHOULD ALSO REMIND PRINCE SULTAN THAT IN 
ANTICIPATION OF VISIT TO RIYADH BY YAR CHIEF OF STAFF 

AL GHASHMI, USG PREPARED AND SENT TO SAG FOR CONSIDERATION 
SEVERAL LETTERS OF OFFER COVERING AN EARLY IMPACT PACKAGE 
OF SMALL WEAPONS FOR DELIVERY WITHIN TWO MONTHS, BASIC 

WEAPONS FOR A YEMENI INFANTRY BRIGADE, AND ENGINEERING 
EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES. WE HOPE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
GHASHMI VISIT CAN BE COMPLETED SOON. CONTINUED DEFERRAL 
WILL ONLY RAISE DOUBTS IN YAR MINDS ABOUT OFT-STATED 
SAUDI COMMITMENT TO ASSIST YAR IN ORDERLY AND 
COMPREHENSIVE MILITARY MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

3. WASHINGTON AGENCIES ALSO NEED TO KNOW CURRENT STATE 
OF SAUDI THINKING. IF ANY, ON NUMBER OF ISSUES RAISED 

IN AMBASSADOR'S LETTER TO PRINCE SULTAN OF MAY 31 ON 
YAR MODERNIZATION (REFTEL D) INCLUDING (A) SAUDI 
ATTITUDE ON PROCEDURE FOR SIGNING LETTERS OF OFFER AND 
PAYMENT; (B) SAUDI ATTITUDES ON ORGANIZATION OF YEMENI 
INFANTRY BRIGADES; AND (C) SAUDI ATTITUDES ON 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRAINING OF YEMENI MILITARY PERSONNEL. 

IF EMBASSY HAS NOT YET RAISED THESE QUESTIONS AT 
APPROPRIATE STAFF LEVEL WITHIN SAG, IT SHOULD DO SO 
SOONEST AND REPORT RESULTS. 

4. QUESTION OF U.S. ATTITUDE TOWARDS UK INVOLVEMENT 
IN CONDUCTING ANOTHER SURVEY OF YAR COVERED IN 
REFTEL C. YOU SHOULD NOT RAISE SUBJECT WITH PRINCE 
SULTAN, BUT IF HE RAISES SUBJECT, YOU SHOULD TELL HIM 
THAT WE HAVE FELT THAT STILL ANOTHER SURVEY AT THIS 
TIME WOULD BE OF LITTLE PRACTICAL VALUE AND BE SEEN BY 
YARG AS ANOTHER DELAYING TACTIC. KISSINGER 
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